DRAFT


 HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMISSION MEETING

Committee/Board:	HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMISSION

Date of Meeting:	Thursday, October 15th, 2026

Location:		3rd Floor Conference Room 
Buffalo County Courthouse - Alma, Wisconsin

Buffalo County Highway Safety Commission members present were: 
	NAME:
	REPRESENTING

	Josh Reed-Excused
	School Districts

	Jake Laehn
	Sheriff’s Office

	Dan Kontos
	WI DOT

	Rick Tumaniec
	WI DOT

	Jerilyn Baures
	Population

	Beth Sass
	Medical

	Kelly Johnston-Excused
	Highway Department

	Steve Wall
	Emergency Management

	Jason Bakken
	WI State Patrol

	Kasondra Serum
	Coordinator, Sheriff’s Office

	Jamie Weaver-Excused
	Public Health



Others: In person: Ryan Howell, Lee Engfer

#1/2.  Call to Order/Roll call:     
Jerilyn Baures called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
#3. Verification of Open Meetings Law Compliance:  
Kassie advised that the agenda had been posted.   
#4. Approve Agenda:
There were no changes to the agenda.  Beth Sass made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Steve Wall.
#5.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:     
There were no changes to the previous meeting minutes.
Steve Wall made a motion to approve the previous minutes, seconded by Rick Tumaniec.  
#6. Public Comment:
Lee Engfer stated he was contacted by a Karen in reference to a round about at the hy 25/35 North intersection.  Rick Tumaniec will reach out to Karen to talk to her about it, Engfer will get him her contact information.  Ryan Howell explained about the big accident that happened there on Monday.  Ideas were discussed on improving the intersection.
#7. County Rd 88/E area:
Jeri Baures stated that she was contacted by Charles Schultz about motorcycle accidents that have happened near the intersection of County Road 88 and County Road E.  Baures stated she had him reach out to Kassie to get on the agenda.  Kassie stated she spoke to him as well, but he could not attend the meeting.   There has been one fatal this year, and there have been 6 accidents total in the last five years.  Sheriff Jake Laehn discussed possibly putting up more signs, Rick stated a few years ago they put up Chevrons and he thought they could possibly add bigger Chevrons. Rick asked if the problem was coming from Northbound traffic, Jake stated yes.  Rick is going to check the placement of the Mile per hour sign, and he will also go do a ball banking test that will check to make sure it is the correct speed for the corner.  He will update us at the next meeting. 

#8.  Jake Laehn – Sheriff’s Office update: 

Sheriff Jake Laehn stated within the last two weeks we have had 3 motorcycles accidents.   He also discussed the road closer on hy 25 going into Wabasha.   Laehn stated they are going to allow emergency services through but nothing else.  Laehn stated they will be having a meeting again to go over details.  Laehn stated that Engfer and himself are getting different stories from BNSF.  Engfer stated he talked to Chuck from La Crosse and he stated it has been 14 years since they have done repairs.  Engfer stated they have to message boards out currently and they will be putting more out. 

#9.  Steve Wall-Emergency Management Report: 

Steve Wall expressed his frustration about finding out from the public about the road closer rather than from BNSF or the DOT.  Wall stated that lack of Communications was the issue. 

#10.  Kelly Johnston-Highway Department Update: Excused

#11.  Dan Kontos-DOT update:  

Dan Kontos presented power point that was sent out prior to the meeting. 

#12.  Rick Tumaniec-DOT update: 

Rick Tumaniec stated that the Waumandee Creek Bridge overlay project is still ongoing and expected to be completed in late October. Tumaniec stated that the MN/Wi state line to state hy 35 resurface project has been completed.  The State Highway 35 to old State highway 35 to Indian Creek Road resurface project has been completed as well.  The last project, Highway 10, Pepin County Line to County Rd A, was completed as well. 

#13.  Jeri Baures-Population update: 

Jeri asked if there was any update on County Rd OO if they would be doing any work.  Rick stated Kelly would know from Highway.   

#14.  Josh Reed-Education update: Excused

#15. Jason Bakken-WSP update:

Jason Bakken stated State Patrol will be doing a school bus enforcement detail to enforce violation of motor law, and this is Statewide.   They are also doing spot checks with school buses as well.   Bakken stated they are currently halfway through the academy, and they are currently short one Trooper for Buffalo County due to a retirement.  Jeremy Brunner retired on September 12.  State Patrol will be doing a Lateral class that will start in January.  Bakken stated that their Botts grants have been completed.  Bakken informed everyone of the line of duty death that State Patrol had, the officer fell from an overpass.  Bakken discussed that it rained the weekend of flood run so there was not a good turnout. 

#16.  Beth Sass - Medical update:

Beth Sass had no report, the railroad crossing was already discussed. 

#17. Jamie Weaver-Public Health Update: Excused

#18. Future Agenda Items:

Rick advised he would give an update on the County Rd 88 and County Rd E area.  

#19. Next meeting date and time:  

The next meeting is set for January 21st  at 1pm. 

#20. Adjournment:
  
Adjourned at 02:23 p.m.



                                                                                               		Respectfully submitted:								
______________________________
Kasondra Serum, Coordinator
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