2026 FINANCIAL BUDGET HEARING
November 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

The Buffalo County Board of Supervisors met for the purpose of holding a public hearing regarding the 2027 Financial Budget. Mr. Dennis Bork in the Chair.

Roll call was taken and all members were present, with Mr. Steve Nelson joining online. Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting were Mr. Lee Engfer, Ms. Lisa Schmitt, Mr. Michael Ayala, and Mr. Bennett Olson. Ms. Tina Anibas and Ms. Kari Weiss joined online.   

Chair Bork asked for any public comments. There were none. 

Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn at 7:02 p.m., seconded by Mr. Ruff. Carried. 

NOVEMBER COUNTY BOARD SESSION
Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at 7:03 p.m.

The Board met. Mr. Dennis Bork in the Chair.

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m.

Roll Call of Buffalo County Board of Supervisors: Roll call was taken and all members were present, with Mr. Steve Nelson joining online. 

Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting were Mr. Lee Engfer, Ms. Lisa Schmitt, Mr. Michael Ayala, and Mr. Bennett Olson. Ms. Tina Anibas and Ms. Kari Weiss joined online.   

Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

County Clerk Verification of Open Meetings Law Compliance: Ms. Schmitt verified that proper notice of the meeting was given in compliance with Wisconsin Open Meetings Law at least 24 hours prior to this meeting. 
Approve Agenda: Ms. McDonough made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mr. Sendelbach. Carried.

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting: Mr. Weiss made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, seconded by Mr. Lindstrom. Carried. 
Tax Deed Property Sale Approval – City of Mondovi Vacant Lot: Ms. Schmitt reported that the sale ended earlier today, there were three bidders, and the high bid was $20,750.00, which was above the appraised value and the starting bid of $16,000.00.  Mr. Stanton made a motion to approve the sale for $20,750.00, seconded by Mr. Taylor. Roll call vote: Mr. Schultz – yes, Mr. Lindstrom – yes, Ms. McDonough – yes, Mr. Nathan Nelson – yes, Mr. Steve Nelson – yes, Mr. Weiss – yes, Mr. Sendelbach – yes, Mr. Michaels – yes, Mr. Bork – yes, Mr. Taylor – yes, Mr. Bruegger – yes, Mr. Ruff – yes, and Mr. Stanton – yes. Carried.  

Resolution #26-11-01 A Resolution for County Aid for Town Bridges and Culverts: This resolution is for the annual 50/50 cost share for town bridges and culverts. There are approximately 12 projects. The total amount for the county’s share is $83,137.18. This was approved by the Highway/Maintenance Committee and the Finance/Human Resources Committee. Mr. Sendelbach made a motion to approve the resolution as shown with the county’s share of $83,137.18, seconded by Mr. Nathan Nelson. Roll call vote: Ms. McDonough – yes, Mr. Taylor – yes, Mr. Sendelbach – yes, Mr. Ruff – yes, Mr. Bruegger – yes, Mr. Stanton – yes, Mr. Lindstrom – yes, Mr. Weiss – yes, Mr. Schultz – yes, Mr. Bork – yes, Mr. Steve Nelson – yes, Mr. Michaels – yes, Mr. Nathan Nelson – yes. Carried.

Resolution #26-11-02 A Resolution Authorizing the Borrowing of Up to $2,400,000 and Providing for the Issuance and Sale of a General Obligation Promissory Note Therefore: Mr. Engfer explained that to balance the budget, this resolution is needed which will authorize borrowing up to $2,400,000, the majority of which will be for highway road construction and equipment purchases. The final amount may be less than this and the actual awarding will take place at a future meeting. This resolution was passed by the Finance Committee earlier. Discussion was held and questions were answered. Mr. Lindstrom made a motion to approve the resolution for borrowing up to $2,400,000 as presented, seconded by Mr. Sendelbach. Roll call vote: Mr. Steve Nelson – yes, Mr. Bork – yes, Mr. Weiss – yes, Mr. Schultz – yes, Mr. Nathan Nelson – yes, Mr. Lindstrom – yes, Mr. Sendelbach – yes, Ms. McDonough – yes, Mr. Stanton – yes, Mr. Michaels – yes, Mr. Taylor – yes, Mr. Bruegger – yes, Mr. Ruff – yes. Carried. 

Resolution #26-11-03 A Resolution to Approve the 2027 Tax Levy and Budget: Mr. Engfer presented the 2027 budget and provided a budget packet to board members. The information was reviewed and Mr. Engfer answered questions from the board. Mr. Lindstrom made a motion to approve the 2027 tax levy and budget resolution, seconded by Mr. Ruff.  Roll call vote:  Ms. McDonough – yes, Mr. Lindstrom – yes, Mr. Schultz – yes, Mr. Taylor – yes, Mr. Bruegger – yes, Mr. Weiss – yes, Mr. Ruff – yes, Mr. Michaels – yes, Mr. Nathan Nelson – yes, Mr. Stanton – yes, Mr. Bork – yes, Mr. Steve Nelson – yes, Mr. Sendelbach – yes. Carried. 

Committee Chair Reports: None.
County Board Chair Report: None.
 County Administrator Report: Mr. Engfer reported as follows:
· Mr. Michael Ayala, who is present, is interested in the vacant District 14 position and Mr. Engfer met with him yesterday. 
· The Veterans’ Memorial wall repairs are complete. Mr. Pax polished the marble.
· The floors on 4th floor were stripped and waxed. This hasn’t been done for over 10 years.
· There have been cases of measles reported in Buffalo County and Public Health is working with them. 
· The governor has appointed Chad Verbeten as the new Buffalo-Pepin Circuit Court Judge. 
· The highway tractor that rolled over is being totaled by insurance and we are checking into a buyout to use the tractor for parts. 
· The Zoning truck that crashed has been deemed to be repairable by the insurance company. 
· Conversations are taking place with UW-Extension regarding different situations that have taken place over the last year. Mr. Engfer has met with the assistant dean and area director regarding these matters.

Correspondence: None.

Future Agenda Items: None.

Next Meeting Date and Time: The next meeting will be Monday, December 14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

Adjournment: Mr. Weiss made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m., seconded by Mr. Taylor. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Lisa Schmitt
Buffalo County Clerk

