Buffalo County Minutes
Committee/Board:


Agriculture and Extension Education Subcommittee
Date of Meeting:


Monday, September 14, 2026
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair, Mr. Robert Sendelbach at 8:30 a.m.
Board Members Present: Mr. Steve Nelson, and Mr. Robert Sendelbach. Absent: Mr. Gary Stanton.  
Others Present: Ms. Mary Campbell Wood, Ms. Grace Finnerty, Ms. Payton Freund, Dr. Kari Weiss, and Ms. Roxane Weisenbeck
Meeting verified with Open Meeting law compliance  
Approve agenda: Mr. Nelson motioned, second by Mr. Sendelbach. Agenda approved.
Review/Discussion/Action ~ Minutes of the previous meeting:   Motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Sendelbach to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. Motion carried.
Public comments Regarding Posted Agenda Items: None
Review/Discussion/Action ~ 4-H Educator Position Update: Dr. Kari Weiss reported that the 4-H Educator position had been posted and closed on September 2nd with 11 candidates applying. It is a strong pool of candidates. The Search & Screen committee met and have invited 8 candidates to participate in the first round of preliminary interviews. The interview committee will determine then who will be invited for final interviews. 
Review/Discussion/Action ~ 2027 Extension Budget Proposal: Dr. Weiss presented the proposed 2027 budget. Mr. Nelson made a motion to approve the budget and send on to the administrator for review and approval.  Mr. Sendelbach seconded the motion. Carried.

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Rural Health Transformation Grant Update: Dr. Weiss stated that there was nothing new to report. Extension is still waiting to hear if the application for funding has been approved. She will keep the committee informed when new information is available.
Educator Reports: 
Soils and Crops: Ms. Grace Finnerty, Crops and Soils Educator, reported:
· Soybean Gall Midge Field Day – fields in Buffalo County were scouted for this emerging pest. Attendees were taught how to scout for, recognize and report if found. Ms. Finnerty reported no Gall Midge pests were detected in Buffalo County.
· Barley Trials – Plans are being made for two winter barley research plots in Buffalo County. A variety trail, collaborating with the University of Minnesota, and a forage trial. This is an opportunity for ongoing alternative crop research.
· Beef Cow-Calf field Day – The field day was well attended with evaluations indicating potential management changes.
· Crops & Soils Q & A – Soils and Crops educators address questions submitted through the Agriculture Q & A.  Ms. Finnerty was scheduled to monitor the Crops and Soils channel and answer questions submitted during the last week in August. Educators rotate each week.

· Farm Visits – Helped brainstorm to find valuable solutions for producers.
· Phosphorus Management Outreach Event – finalizing details for the meeting to be held on November 9th in Mondovi.
4-H Youth Development: Ms. Payton Freund, 4-H Program Outreach Associate reported:
· STEAM Day with MCYC – Facilitated a day of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) programming with the Mondovi Community Youth Center.  Youth built skills in problem solving, teamwork, self-expression and had the opportunity to use a laser engraver for the first time.
· Mondovi Public Library Lego Program – Buffalo County 4-H and the Mondovi Public Library began a new collaboration with the creation of the Lego Club.  Fifteen youth attended the first session in August.  Monthly Lego programs are scheduled at the library with the next program on September 21st.
· S.T.E.P. Initiative at the Alma Public Library – Alma Public Library invited Buffalo and Pepin County 4-H programs to collaborate on this new program, Skills Training Employment Pathways. It is in very early stages with potential to support programming in areas of financial literacy, life skills or career readiness.
· Wonders of Physics – Working with area schools to host the Wonders of Physics traveling show facilitated by UW Madison specialists.  There is no cost to the schools. Three area schools have agreed to host the program.
· National 4-H Week – October 4 – 10 is National 4-H Week. Special 4-H promotion events are scheduled.
Human Development and Family Relations: Ms. Mary Wood reported:
· Moving Forward Jail Reentry Program – Ongoing programs. Met with Buffalo County Jail administrator. The arrangement with Pierce and Dunn counties is going well and reentry programs should continue.
· Literacy Link Program – Will present at the upcoming National Council on Family Relations Conference and the Wisconsin Literacy Forward Conference.
· Healing from Loss and Grief – Finished 3 sessions of the program in early September. Offering a community class and another section for farmers in the fall. Authoring an article on the class and mental health for those incarcerated in local jails for Chippewa Valley Grief Services to be published in the Journal of Health Science in Extension in November.
· A Better Beginning – Teaching monthly classes for separating and divorcing parents as well as individual court ordered parenting classes. Planning a long-term evaluation to measure impact.
· Strength in Service Summitt – Participated in the Summit providing Extension materials and resources. The program is designed to provide outreach to military personnel re-entering society as well as teaching local responders ways to respond effectively.
· Focus on Fathers – Asked to teach sessions.
Area Extension Director Report: Dr. Weiss reported on a community needs forum through Extension to better understand local needs seeking input from stakeholders throughout the county. The goal is to have the survey out late fall or early winter.
Committee Chair Report: No report given.
Correspondence: Committee members had questions for Ms. Finnerty regarding work being done.
Future Agenda Items: 4-H Educator Position Update, 136 Contract with UW Madison
Next Meeting Date and Time ~ The next scheduled committee meeting is Monday, November 16, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.
Public comment not related to agenda items: None
Adjournment ~ The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Roxane Weisenbeck, Administrative Assistant
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