Buffalo County Minutes

Committee/Board:	Local Emergency Planning Committee

Date of Meeting: Thursday, August 20, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Tom Hentges at 2:00 p.m.

Committee Members present: In Person: Mr. Tom Hentges, Ms. Lisa Schmitt, Mr. Steve Wall, Sheriff Jake Laehn, Mr. Justin Sass, Mr. Lee Engfer, Mr. Cale Severson, Ms. Carri Renchin, Ms. Jacqueline Schneider, Mr. Gil Adams, and Mr. Kyle Bethauser. Via Teams: Mr. Leif Tolokken. Ms. Jamie Weaver, Mr. Jeremiah Redemann, and Mr. Dennis Bork were excused. 

Others Present for All or Part of the Meeting: None.

Verification of Open Meetings Law Compliance: Ms. Schmitt verified that proper notice of the meeting was given in compliance with Wisconsin Open Meetings Law at least 24 hours prior to this meeting. 
Approve Agenda: No changes, approved as presented.
Review/Discussion/Action Regarding Previous Meeting Minutes: The minutes from the previous meeting were presented. Mr. Severson made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Wall. Carried. 

Public Comments: None

Review/Discussion/Action Regarding Strategic Plan: The updated 2026 plan was sent to the members for their review. Mr. Wall reported that the plan will be revised again with the new members. No questions or comments from committee members.

Review/Discussion/Action Regarding Spill Report: Mr. Wall mentioned that the Spill Report has been removed from the Strategic Plan. Since the last meeting in January, there were 10 gallons of diesel spilled in one incident. There was a manure run-off into a creek from 500,000 gallons of manure spread before a rain event. There was also a drainage ditch filled with manure running into the stream, which was found during investigation, and according to Mr. Severson there was a large fish kill. Fish are starting to return, and the investigation is still proceeding. There were two other diesel events that were cleaned up per DNR guidelines. Mr. Wall has the detailed records if anyone would like to request a copy. No questions or comments from committee members.



Review/Discussion/Action Regarding the Financial Report: Mr. Wall said there is approximately 56% of the budget remaining. He applied for a grant that was approved this morning. He is planning on purchasing large monitors to be placed in the courthouse to monitor weather. No comments or questions on the report.

Review/Discussion regarding Emergency Management Director’s Report: Mr. Wall advised La Crosse Milling has submitted a written facility plan which was included in the report given to the committee. Mondovi Wastewater Plant no longer needs a plan, so they have been removed. On September 29th in Whitehall the counties of Buffalo, Pepin and Trempealeau will be meeting with a company from Oregon who will be setting up shelters and a decontamination station. Fire departments and law enforcement will be invited and should plan on attending. 

Review/Discussion Regarding the LEPC Chair Report: Chair Hentges mentioned that there was a request that in the event of a major spill or incident that there would be set standard fees charged by the various fire departments. The most recent one was from 2005. Earlier this year a new fee schedule was set and a copy was provided at this meeting. 

Review/Discussion Regarding the LEPC Members’ Reports: Mr. Kyle Bethauser with the Red Cross stated that they responded to two incidents in Buffalo County in the past quarter. 

Correspondence: Mr. Wall received a call about the large tire fire incident from earlier this year. There was a request that the LEPC committee should be doing something about this. He has checked into it and there is nothing that this committee can do. Sheriff Laehn mentioned that this is in the hands of the District Attorney.

Future Agenda Items: None.

Review/Discussion/Action Regarding the Next Meeting Date and Time: The next meeting will be on January 21, 2027, at 2:00 p.m.

Adjourn: Mr. Wall made a motion to adjourn at 2:20 p.m., seconded by Mr. Severson. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted:


Lisa Schmitt
Buffalo County Clerk 
